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  Julian Harris 
…trusted to raise 
souls that ultimately 
belong to God. 

  Jason Harris 
 …allows you to 
mold your child the 
way God directs 
you to. 

 Jordan Harris 
…my greatest joy 
and most honorable 
challenge.

ALTHEA MAVIS HARRIS JUNE 2022

In SPIRIT and TRUTH 
Special 5-Page Father’s Day Edition

The Forgotten Blessings of 

FATHERHOOD 
Words of wisdom by Bishop Clarence Harris… Husband,  Dad, and “Poppi” 

The concept of fatherhood began with the Creator of heaven and earth. As 
Father of creation, God first produced only sons (in the spirit realm) which 
were in angelic form; later, by His mighty power, He spoke to the natural 
world by declaration, introducing another new phenomenon… procreation 
by man and woman, to populate the earth (Genesis 1:1-23; Hebrews 11:3). 
The role of the father is the highest order of governance on earth, because it 
is the foundation for the first human institution which God created, the 
family. The word father is first mentioned in Genesis 2:24, “Therefore shall a 
man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they 
shall be one flesh”. In God’s divine plan, the man and woman were created to 
be complementary and reciprocal partners, with each having very distinct 
roles. The man would be the head of the family, and first in accountability to 
God (1 Corinthians 11:1-12). Then, with genetic material supplied by both, 
children would be born into the union to complete the process of 
establishing generational families.

Being a Father
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IN SPIRIT & TRUTH 

“Children's children are the 
crown of old men; and the glory 
of children are their fathers.” 
Proverbs 17:6  

Ideally, a father should bring forth children as 
an expression of love through an endearing 
relationship with his wife. The offspring of the 
two should develop within a nurturing 
environment to yield godly seeds for the 
kingdom of God. However, what many fail to 
realize is that the concept of husband and wife 
was in the mind of God before the foundation 
of the world. This natural covenant relationship 
is actually a prophetic “type and shadow” of 
the spiritual relationship between Christ (the 
bridegroom) and His bride (the church)… the 
spiritual family of the New Testament 
(Ephesians 5:22-32). 

In order to maintain family unity and 
cohesiveness, the role of the father should 
include the following: a loving husband, a 
divine spiritual covering, pastor, shepherd/
protector of the home, priest, provider, 
administrator, instructor of divine wisdom and 
ordinances, and disciplinarian. These divinely 
appointed roles ensure that God will send His 
blessings and anointing down from heaven to 
keep, protect, and fortify the family against the 
wiles of the devil and his demonic vices. 

My wife Althea, and I will be married 44 years 
on September 2, 2022. We have six adult 
children, ages ranging from 30 to 42 years old, 
and 14 grandchildren. Also, though not 
originally planned, all of our children’s names 
start with the letter “J” and all of the sons share 
my middle name, Bernard (smile). 

 In 1980, while Althea and I were serving as 
chaplains for the Southern Baptist Convention, 
we believed God’s word and received the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost, according to Acts 
1:8, with the evidence of speaking in tongues 
(Acts 2:1-18, 11:12-18; Joel 2:28-32). The 
night we received the Holy Ghost we also 
receive a prophetic word concerning our family. 
The Lord stated, “Because of your obedience, 
your children will be blessed”. Unequivocally, 
in these past 44 years of marriage, we have 
been exceedingly blessed. Our children, their 
lives, their testimonies, their work in the 
ministry and occupations, and their families are 
all living testimonies of God’s continued 
blessings and promise fulfilled.
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“UNCLE JERMAINE”… LIKE A FATHER 
I must say that Jermaine embraces his role as “Uncle” to the fullest! We’ve 
had the privilege of living in close proximity for several years, and I’m 
proud of him for his consistency with our children. Jermaine has always 
been there for us in our times of need. We can count on him to keep the 
house running smoothly when my husband and I travel out of town, he 
assists the kids academically (as tutor) and he even reinforces the 
important spiritual foundations that we’ve tried to instill in them. Jermaine 
has been such a blessing to us all! Watching him interact with our children 
encourages me to parent with excellence! ~ Jenell ~

IN SPIRIT & TRUTH                                                                                                                                                        
It is also a blessing for me to be a father and grandfather. 
Throughout the years, the Lord has given me and my wife 
personal instructions for godly leadership to fulfill our divinely 
appointed, complementary roles. In essence, we sought to 
mold the hearts of our children so they would be a blessing to 
us, to each other, and to those whom they encountered in the 
world. All of our children were trained in their own capacity as 
apologists (defenders for the faith), and have chosen godly 
spouses to jointly serve the Lord.  

Our only unmarried son, Jermaine, also loves the Lord. He is always available to help his siblings 
(as well as others) in many capacities as needed, and like the Apostle Paul, he is a great student of 
the Bible. Every year it is with true delight and great anticipation that our whole family gets 
together for fellowship and feasting, allowing our children and grandchildren to establish 
wholesome relationships with one another, without drama or any unpleasant incidents.  

What few Christian parents realize is that the consequence of not teaching their children the fear 
of the Lord and obedience to doing His will, leaves our heavenly Father no other option, but to 
judge them as sinners when they die. This is the result of the curse imposed upon all men, due to 
the original sin in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:1-21; Psalms 58:3; Romans 6:23, 5:12-18). 

However, I believe there is one thing that can short-circuit the role of the father the most; it is for 
the man to abandon his children, leaving them vulnerable to demonic forces and/or economic 
deprivation. This may actually be the most effective way to destroy a nation (Psalm 109:1-10). 
Tragically, the ungodly have taken the liberty to redefine the family in human terms without divine 
authorization. This is a Satanic attack induced by multiple doctrines of devils, “to steal, kill, and 
destroy” God’s blessings upon man. The unrighteous same-sex relationships, transgenders, and 
narcissistic women who abort their children, are unknowingly influenced by the manifestations of 
spirits from ancient times. These devils have been waiting in the wings (dormant) for millenniums, 
to manifest themselves. They are the same spirits who were pervasive amongst the ancient heathen 
nations, including Babylon, Egypt, Greece, and Rome, which led eventually to these nations’ fall.
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It is a fact that a male cannot become a father 
without a female, because by God’s design, they 
are dependent upon each other. If one is a 
morally upright man, his offspring should be 
born by holy wedlock with his wife. Rarely does 
a husband and wife abort their child, because 
they treasure the fruit of their relationship as 
they build their family together. However, many 
unmarried women choose to abort their children 
to pursue their selfish desires.  

A further offense to fatherhood is the fact that 
laws in most Western countries give the mother 
the right to abort a child, with no input from the 
father, even though he is an equal partner in the 
creation process. Also in the modern Western 
world, the female role is sometimes glorified in 
an anti-biblical nuclear family model by the 
feminist movement. This creates gender warfare 
and the destruction of manhood for their sons. 
Feminist are now calling mothers “birthing 
persons” and fathers are seen as mere sperm 
depositors. My God, it is so unfortunate that 
Satan has blinded the minds of so many! This 
movement simultaneously vilifies divine order in 
the sight of women, and substitutes the 
veneration (worship) of a “Mother goddess” in 
place of a monotheistic heavenly Father. 

The Bible commands men to preserve true 
fatherhood by “fleeing youthful lusts” (2 Timothy 
2:22) such as sexual perversion, pornography, 
fornication, and adultery (Matthew 5:28; 1 John 
2:15-17), which exploits women or put them in 
vulnerable compromising positions. Since men 
were divinely appointed to be the spiritual heads 
of families, it is no strange thing that the 
spiritual sexual attacks (whether through male 
or female provocateurs) is a means of spiritual 
warfare to undermine divine authority.

Such sexual sins allow God’s hedge of 
protect ion around the family to be 
penetrated, opening the door for legions of 
other spirits (devils) to enter in. Demonic 
spirits such as lust, unclean spirits, incest,  
adultery, idolatry, violence, lasciviousness, 
sexual perversion, and murder have been 
given almost free reign to control the affairs 
of men because of their rebellion to the 
Father of creation (Romans 1:22-32; 1 Cor. 
6:9-11; 2 Timothy 3:1-5). 

Two of the most unique fathers in the Bible 
are Joseph, the husband of Mary, and 
Zacharias, the husband of Elizabeth and 
father of John the Baptist. Joseph had the 
ultimate task of raising and nurturing the 
Christ child; and Zacharias, a Levitical priest, 
raised John, whom Jesus declared to be the 
greatest man born of women (Mat. 11:11). 

My prayer is that today each father, his 
spouse, and their offspring will allow these 
two men of God to be a standard for their 
families… and that they will be blessed with 
sufficient grace to complete the task of 
fatherhood. I am a witness, along with my 
wife and six children, that “with God, all 
things are possible.”

“I have no greater joy than to hear 

that my children walk in truth.”   
3 John 1:4
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“The father of the righteous shall greatly 
rejoice: and he that begets a wise child shall 
have joy…”   Proverbs 23:24 

The “Fabulous Fathers” featured  in this issue include my husband (of 44 years), 
Bishop Clarence Harris… our sons: Julian, (Jermaine), Jason, Jordan…and my 
sons-in-law: Charles (CJ) and Dominic.

Sooo   
Blessed!
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