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In SPIRIT and TRUTH

  IS IT GOD’S WILL THAT WE PROSPER? 
  “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and   

 be in health, even as thy soul prospers.” 3 John 1:2 

When I look at the photo above, I am reminded of a passage of scripture in the Bible where the 
Lord blessed His disciples with a very great haul of fishes. In Luke, chapter 5, we are told of a day 
when Jesus approached Peter, who was washing his nets after a night of fishing. Jesus asked Peter 
to take him further out to sea, so He could teach the people from the ship. Peter consented, and 
afterwards, Jesus decided to bless him. He told Peter to “launch out into the deep” and to let down 
his net. Peter explained that he and his partners had been out fishing all night, and had caught 
nothing; but he obeyed Jesus anyway. And when Peter did as instructed by the Lord, they were blessed 
with “a great multitude of fishes”; so much that his net broke, and they filled two ships, even causing 
them to begin sink! (Luke 5:5-7)
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Most fishermen who fished for profit, probably 
would have immediately cashed in their haul, 
divided the profits, and invited Jesus to join 
them for another day at sea. However, it is 
interesting to note what Peter did…  

“When Simon Peter saw it (all the fishes), he 
fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from 
me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord”. Then we 
are told that he, along with James and John 
(his partners) brought their ships to the land, 
forsook all, and followed Jesus (Luke 5:8-11). 
I believe that Jesus chose these three men 
because He knew their hearts. For even though 
He blessed them to prosper in their livelihoods, 
they were willing to “forsake all” to follow 
Him; therefore, He knew that He could make 
them fishers of men (Luke 5:10). Now how 
many of us can honestly say that we would 
have done as Peter did? 

I believe that King Solomon, king of Israel (and 
a man of great wealth and wisdom) understood 
prosperity best when he warned of the vanity 
of riches throughout the Book of Ecclesiastes. 

KING SOLOMON: “And whatsoever mine eyes 
desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my 
heart from any joy… Then I looked on all the 
works that my hands had wrought, and on the 
labor that I had labored to do: and, behold, all 
was VANITY and vexation of spirit, and there 
was no profit under the sun.”    
Ecclesiastes 2:10-11  

Even though we are told that King Solomon 
had an abundance of “whatever his eyes and 
heart desired” (1 Kings 10:14-22), yet we 
discover that his soul was never satisfied with 
riches. In Psalms 42:1-2, we learn that what 
Solomon longed for could only be satisfied by 
the true and living God… 

SOLOMON: “As the hart (deer) pants after the 
water brooks, so pants my soul after thee, O God. 
MY SOUL THIRSTS FOR GOD, FOR THE LIVING 
GOD…”  Psalm 42:1-2 

As a matter of fact, when Solomon was made 
king, God came to him in a dream and asked 
what he desired of Him. We are told that 
Solomon asked the Lord for an understanding 
heart to judge the people of God… so he could 
“discern between good and bad”. And because 
Solomon’s unselfish request pleased the Lord, 
God bestowed him with abundant blessings, 
including riches…  

“Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I 
have given thee a wise and an understanding 
heart; so that there was none like thee before 
thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto 
thee. AND I HAVE ALSO GIVEN THEE THAT 
WHICH THOU HAST NOT ASKED, BOTH RICHES, 
AND HONOR…”  1 Kings 3:12-13  

Would your desire to serve the Lord remain 
the same, even if you were blessed with 
wealth… or would such prosperity cause you 
to be like the rich, young ruler in Matthew 
19:16-24? When Jesus asked him to sell all 
that he had to give to the poor, then follow 
Him, we are told that the man “went away 
sorrowful: for he had great possessions”. Jesus 
then explained to His disciples that it is hard 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
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Prosperity vs. Riches 

So with this understanding, perhaps we should 
consider that there is a difference from being 
rich and being prosperous. To prosper simply 
means to thrive, flourish, or to be blessed with 
increase. However, being rich is quite different; 
it means having great wealth or a profuse 
abundance of money, property, or valuable 
possessions. Even though we are given many 
examples in the Bible of those blessed with 
riches, the children of God are not encouraged 
to seek after riches. Instead, we are told of the 
importance of “seeking first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness”, as wise stewards 
of God, and to prepare for spiritual treasures in 
heaven (Matthew 6:33; Luke 12:32-34).)                                                         

“By humility and the fear of the Lord are 
RICHES, and honour, and life.” 

Proverbs 22:4  

The prosperity of the soul is certainly not 
measured by the abundance of worldly riches; 
for it is written…  

“For what is a man profited, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or 
what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul?” Matthew 16:26 

When we consider those in the kingdom of 
heaven whom the Lord blessed with riches, 
we must also examine their character. They 
were people that God could trust with 
riches. For example, Abram (who was later 
called Abraham) “was very rich in cattle, in 
silver, and gold” (Genesis 13:2); but Abram, 
though he was wealthy, did not put his 
trust in his riches. In Genesis 13:4, we are 
told that “Abram called on the name of the 
Lord”. And because he was one whose heart 
was towards God, God entrusted him with 
more, saying… 

“And I will make thee EXCEEDING FRUITFUL, 
and I will make nations of thee, and kings 
shall come out of thee.” Genesis 17:6  

We are told in Proverbs 10:22, that when 
the LORD makes one rich, He adds no 
sorrow with it. But in contrast, Ecclesiastes 
5:12 speaks of the plight of some rich men; 
how their abundance of wealth causes them 
to lose sleep. Proverbs 1:32 expresses more 
emphatically, that “the prosperity of fools 
shall destroy them”. So the question that 
we must all ask ourselves is, “Can I be 
trusted with wealth, or would riches 
become the stumbling-block that separates 
me from  God?” 

It would be safe to conclude that God does 
not consider riches or money (itself) to be 
evil, because they are inanimate objects. 
However, 1 Timothy 6:10 says, “the love of 
money is the root of all evil”. Therefore, it 
would behoove us all to remember King 
Solomon’s words of warning, admonishing 
those in the kingdom of God to guard our 
hearts because of the vanity of riches. 

“But godliness with contentment is 
great gain. For we brought nothing 
into this world, and it is certain we 

can carry nothing out.” 
1 Timothy 6:6-7  
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